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Last fall, a survey was sent out to collection managers in order to gather information about
digital preservation practices for our Mind the Gap CCAHA presentation. Some respondents
indicated that they didn’t have any born digital collection material. Unfortunately, if you
think you don’t have digital collection material, you are mistaken. But don’t worry! CJH staff
is here to help.

The work we perform on a day-to-day basis is an important part of our mission to preserve
Jewish heritage. Every Partner has an institutional archive (“IA”) that collects and documents
this work for our internal records and future researchers. From the front desk to collection
managers, we all share in this particular work. Every person who works for that Partner
organization generates and maintains born digital files. The content that you have on your
desktop, right now, is potential IA material. In broader terms, one day your institutional
archive will be some other organizations’ collection with a born digital component. Even now,
Partners collect *other* organizations’ records, their IA. Your Digital Humanities projects are
not only IA material, but also born digital. Your websites are not only IA material, but also
born digital.

In the next few Preservation Newsletters, we will be covering some basic digital preservation
topics. This is not meant to be a comprehensive education, but an introduction to the world
of digital. If you have any questions, please ask!

As you are staying tuned for more information, here are some anecdotes and horror stories
about digital “collections” as we can think about them:
e Data Loss
Data Loss at Universities
The First Web Page

The Early Web
The Early Internet

Myspace
Myspace Data Migration
Government Data Gone
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mailto:kfanning@cjh.org
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PZuRuHqB5ibjPx_TvpSeG6mHkbh7OeDgPHGIK8evP88/edit?usp=sharing
https://digitalpowrr.niu.edu/data-loss-discussion/
http://ijdc.net/index.php/ijdc/article/view/10.2.96
https://www.npr.org/2013/05/22/185788651/the-first-web-page-amazingly-is-lost
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2015/10/raiders-of-the-lost-web/409210/
http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20190401-why-theres-so-little-left-of-the-early-internet
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/nexyn8/myspace-lost-12-years-of-music-in-server-migration
https://www.linktek.com/myspace-data-migrations-and-the-rise-of-the-digital-blackhole-2/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kalevleetaru/2019/01/13/in-the-cloud-era-why-do-government-websites-still-go-dark-during-shutdowns/#7d04021c2d71

